
SYLLABUS 
SIXTH GRADE LANGUAGE ARTS  2008-2009 

 
Teacher: Mr. Dan Polleys 
Phone: 231-439-8225  
Email: dpolleys@boyne.k12.mi.us 

Language Arts 
Throughout sixth grade, students will be immersed in a variety of literature.  This will 
allow the class the opportunity to reflect, and compose writing that exhibits traits of the 
following genre and skills. 

Literacy Studies 

Expository text 

Survival and Adventure 

Poetry 

Myths, Folk Tales & Fantasy 

Skills 

Compare and contrast 

Grammar and vocabulary 

Cause and effect 

Classroom presentations 

Relating character traits to one’s own experience 

Analyze internal and external conflict 

Pacing 

Inferences 

Writing Process 

Narrative essay 

Expository essay 

Poetry 

Research paper 

Speeches 

Stories 

Self and peer evaluation 
 
 
 
 



 
 

GRADING SCALE 
 
93-100  - A   77-79  - C+ 
90-92  - A-   73-76  - C 
87-89  - B+   70-72  - C- 
83-86  - B   67-69  - D+ 
80-82  - B-   63-66  - D 
      60-62  - D-   
      0  -59  - F     

 
GRADED WORK 

CLASSWORK   =    33% 
PROJECTS    =     33% 
ASSESMENTS  =     33% 
 TOTAL  =    100% 

HOMEWORK POLICY 
 
Assignments given as homework are to reinforce and extend what has been learned in 
classes, to prepare the student for future lessons, and to promote responsibility and good 
study habits. 
 
Homework will not be every night but will depend on how hard and fast students work in 
class. Ask your son or daughter to see their papers, especially if they say they have no 
homework, as all papers are handed back. 
 
 

REDO WORK 
Students are strongly encouraged to redo any assignment of which they receive a grade of 
70% or a C-.  This is not possible on short answers, yes or no answers, and small 
assignments of seven questions or less.  Parents are encouraged to go over redo 
assignments whenever possible.   
 
 

LATE WORK 
All work turned in late will be graded at 10% off for each of the first two days an 
assignment is turned in late. After that a grade of no higher than 80% can be attained. 
 

EXTRA HELP 
The After school Academic Assistance program is available with paraprofessionals every 
afternoon from 3:15-4:00 P.M.  Parents must make a written request through the office to 
use this service. Teachers also will be available when a day has been prearranged. 
  

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

PROGRESS REPORTS 
Progress reports reflect your child’s work and will be sent home in the student’s hand 
every 2-3 weeks.  We will mail a report home in the middle of the marking period.  Our 
hope is that each student will try to complete all assignments to raise grades and have 
them in before the report card is issued to the parents. 
 

AGENDA BOOK 
 
The Agenda Book is a great organizing and communicating tool for students. Students 
are asked to fill out their books the first 3-5 minutes of each class. Ask to see their 
Agenda each evening, look it over and ask questions about their day at school. Please 
sign it each night and jot us a note if you like. 
 
 
 


